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Dedication

Dedicated to my best friend and husband, Jesse.  
Jesse suggested I could write and believed I could. 

Thank you Gilbert Pearson for introducing me 
to the world of Pulik.  To Barb Edwards for making 
Pulik a part of my life.

Then there are LuBove, Fred, Smokey, Billie, 
Suni, Missy and Bari, the best authors ever.  They 
just needed me to do the typing.

Thank you to Merlin the chocolate Labrador 
wander-dog.  Had I not wondered what Merlin 
was doing out wandering with Betsy, I would never 
have met Betsy and Michael Feinberg of Book Ser-
vices.  This inspiring couple has helped my dream 
grow into reality.  Without them the impossible 
would not have been possible.  

Happy herding to all,

Rita
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Why Pulik

It was blind faith that my friend Gilbert 
Pearson knew what he was talking about that led 
five-year-old daughter, Kelly, and me to our first 
Puli, LuBove.  Before LuBove came into our lives, 
I studied the history of the breed.

Pulik (the Hungarian plural of Puli) are con-
sidered to be a very old breed, with a history going 
back over 1,000 years, possibly much longer.  They 
are one of three breeds of Hungarian sheepdogs.  
The Pulik is considered a “loose eyed” worker.  
These dogs are not as intense as the Border Collie 
when driving sheep.  They have a reputation for 
being an intelligent, active, and agile breed that is 
somewhat suspicious of strangers.  Somewhere I 
read that Pulik can be very independent and stub-
born and will only accept strong-willed individu-
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Seven Nearly Perfect Pulik

als as masters.  What left field did that information 
come from?  Whoever said that did not realize 
that Pulik do not have masters!  Of course, I only 
learned that piece of information after 32 plus 
years of being owned by Pulik.  So I will delve no 
further into their fascinating history.  If you are 
interested, simply Google “Puli”.

I have enjoyed watching my various Pulik 
create their stories over the years.  They have each 
taught me lessons.

There are three things you must have if you 
share your life with a Puli:

A sense of humor.

A sense of humor.

A sense of humor.

Besides the above requirements, you need a 
very large dose of patience.  Remember, with a Puli 
the coat does not make the dog.  If cords don’t fit 
into your lifestyle, then change it.  

Why Pulik?  As for the first three requirements, 
you must know that Pulik give you chuckles and 
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grins when they prance through your life, surf-
ing the countertop for leftovers, sprawling on the 
kitchen table so they can see out the window, or 
bouncing off the back of the sofa on the race from 
sofa, down the hall, to the bedroom.  Then it is a 
bounce off the bed and a return trip.  (The advan-
tage of Pulik over cats is that Pulik don’t tend to 
indulge in this kind of activity in the middle of the 
night.)

One male Puli, who shall remain anonymous, 
thought my leg was a tree and used it to mark his 
territory.  Face it, I guess I was his territory.  After 
all, Pulik do not belong to people.  People belong 
to the Pulik.

My furry family of loyal and faithful Pulik has 
been worth every minute:  The chuckles and grins, 
and then the heartache when, as they must, each 
one leaves for the Rainbow Bridge.  As each one 
leaves, there is a little hole in place in my heart 
where no one else travels, but that is a part of the 
circle of life. I would not change a thing.

�

Why Pulik?
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Th e PackTh e Pack
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The Pack
By Bari

Hi there!  I’m Bari (Prestige’s Sunshine Ziggy), 
supposedly the last of the nearly perfect Pulik that 
have pranced through the life of Mom, Pops, Sam 
and Kelly over the last 32 years.  I am told I’m the 
last because Mom is 70 and Pops is 75.  They claim 
they will be at least 80 and 85 by the time I get to 
the Rainbow Bridge and be too old for more of us.  
However, time will tell.

I have been appointed by those that came before 
me to introduce you to each of us.

Ch: Prydain LuBove C. D. (Luba Lu), the first 
of this pack, will entertain you with a story or two 
and then pass the pen on to the paws of some of 
the rest of us.  Enjoy!
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Prydain Surmo C. D. (Fred) was the one true 
friend of the pack.  She had eyes only for Sam the 
boy kid.  (Yep.  Fred was a girl.)

Whidbey’s Alorn C. D. (Smokey) arrived with 
Fred.  Smokey made up for Fred’s quiet ways by 
being the “Tigger” of the pack.

Wyldmore’s Feature Storee (Billie) was the pro-
tector of the Sikes’ flock.  She would rather growl 
first and be friends later, but friends only on her 
terms.

Ch. Catsun Queen Suno Prydain (Suni) was 
the bedroom dog.  He preferred lying between the 
pillows on the bed to anything else in the whole 
world.  (“Suni” rhymes with “Sunny.”)

Bubbleton’s Millennium Celebration (Mille/
Missy) was the best people trainer of all.

I am last, but isn’t there a saying about the best 
comes last?  If there isn’t, there should be.

Prestige’s Sunshine Ziggy (Bari).  Got my name 
Bari because I was to rescue the Mom person in 
this flock from some challenging times, just like 
Barry the St. Benard who rescued avalanche folks 
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Th e Pack

�

in the Alps.  However, I’d like to think I got this 
name because I’m a Bari good dog.

Hope these missives bring a smile to your face, 
a chuckle to your lips, and leave pawprints on your 
heart.

Happy Herding,

 Bari 
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Th e Noble SheepherderTh e Noble Sheepherder
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They’re Not Sheep?
By Luba Lu

Hi there!  My name is LuBove and I am a Puli.  
For those of you who wouldn’t know a Puli from 
a Pooka, I am a Hungarian sheepdog, not an Irish 
hobgoblin.  Since I am a sheepdog, it’s a given that  
my job is to herd sheep.  That’s a no brainer.  No 
matter what the breed of sheepdog, most of us take 
our job very seriously.  So, true to my heritage, my 
life started on the natural trajectory of doing what 
I was bred to do.

When I was old enough to leave my Mom, I 
went to a wonderful home.  It was a place where I 
got lots of belly rubs, and as I began to grow up my 
herding instinct kicked in.
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