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May 12, 1944 - 25 days before D-Day
President Franklin Roosevelt orders a special team to undertake 
a mission to Moscow to tell Joseph Stalin about America’s 
capability to complete the development of the atom bomb.  
Based upon the personal journal of Beatrice Rapoport, one 
of the team’s leaders.
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FOREWORD

Beatrice Rapoport (Bobby) was my mother.  She was born in 
Russia September 21, 1910.  Her mother Ida Rapoport was visiting 
family.  Her father Max Rapoport was an American citizen.

In early September 1995, while helping Bobby move some old 
boxes into her new house, my wife Betsy found the Journal.  Prior to 
that time we had no idea that Bobby had been in the United States 
Intelligence Service during World War II, and had reported directly 
to President Franklin Roosevelt.

The Journal is presented here with additional notes and images 
taken from a variety of sources to provide background for readers 
unfamiliar with the events history calls World War II, specifically the 
events of July, 1944.

The Journal was handwritten on 8 x 5 inch ruled three hole 
punched paper.  The original three ring binder had black cardboard 
covers that had separated from the spine, but all pages were still 
held securely in order.  The pages from the journal are presented in 
the original order.  The Journal page number is below each image 
in italics.

Each page is reproduced as a color image, with a transcription 
of the text appearing on the opposite page in a seriffed typeface.

Care has been taken to transcribe the Journal text exactly as 
written, including spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.

1. Some spelling errors have been corrected for readability, 
with the text denoted in grey.  The reader can refer to the 

Foreword
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Journal of An American

(away from home)

handwritten original on the opposite page.  The only exception 
to this is the removal of hyphens used to divide words that 
break at the end of a line.

2. The style used for denoting paragraphs varies within the Jour-
nal.  This variation has been maintained in the transcription.

Notes relating to each page are printed below the transcription 
using a sans serif typeface.

On September 9, 1995 Betsy and I sat down with Bobby to dis-
cuss the Journal.  I recorded the session on video.  A transcript of 
excerpts from that recording is included in the Appendix.

Because the events of the Journal were still classified in 1995 
Betsy and I promised not to release the Journal or the video recording 
until after Bobby's death, and after the Government of the United 
States of America declassified the mission.

Bobby died May 4, 2001.

The de classification was on August 14, 2008.

The Journal itself is an adventure, but because of security, Bob-
by never recorded the purpose of the mission in the Journal.  She 
did talk about it in 1995.  Bobby's statements are in the Appendix.

Michael Feinberg

Forward continued
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Title Page

Journal Page 1
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(Blank page.)

Notes:

The back of the title page is blank.
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(Map - Front)

Notes:

The map does not agree with the text of the Journal.  This is 
probably because it was drawn before the start of the trip.  It incor-
rectly shows a direct flight from Alexandria to London, while notes 
on the back of the map indicate the intent to route through Malta, 
Salerno, and Lisbon.  Additionally, changes to the itinerary were 
made after the German fighter attack on July 11, 1944.  A revised 
map based upon the journal entries appears in the Appendix.

The map was drawn on tracing paper using ink and colored pen-
cil.  Several layers of tracing paper were taped together along the 
edges.  The map was folded to fit inside the binder.

The image for this book was scanned after the tape was cut to 
minimize the wrinkles from the fold.  The scan was edited to fill in 
several small areas where pieces of paper were missing.
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Journal of an American Away From Home

(Map - Back)

Special Mission - F7D44R8
~ Going ~

⊛ 200mph flying time Miles ⊛ Hours

New York to Bermuda 775   4 }Sat. 7/1
Bermuda to Azores 2,070  10½
Azores to Lisbon 1,050   5½ }Sun. 7/2Lisbon to Gibraltar 350   2
Gibraltar to Alexandria
         (Refuel on Malta)

2,070  10½

Alexandria to Moscow 1,740   9 }Mon. 7/3

Total 8,055  41½ hrs.

Coming
Moscow to Alexandria 1,740   9
Alexandria to Malta 980   4½
Malta to Salerno 300   1½
Salerno to Lisbon 1,090   6
Lisbon to London 850   4
London to New Foundland1 2,385  12½
New Foundland to NY. 1,070   6

Total 8,415  43½

Total{      85 hours

16,470 miles

Notes:

The entries do not agree with the text of the Journal.  This is 
probably because they were made before the start of the trip.  It 
shows the intent to route through Malta, Salerno, and Lisbon.  Ad-
ditionally, changes to the itinerary were made after the German 
fighter attack on July 11, 1944.  A revised version based upon the 
journal entries appears in the Appendix.
1. Spelling not corrected.  Refers to the island of Newfoundland which is part of the Canadian 

province of Newfoundland and Labrador.
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Journal Page 4
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Journal of an American Away From Home

Preface

It was on May 10th 1944 that Ted told me I could expect to be called 
to the White House to talk with the President about a “special” 
assignment.  I was still recuperating from my last escapade so I 
didn’t like the idea much.  I think it frightened me.  Too, I had just 
returned to active duty after a three-month absence.  I felt totally 
unprepared and physically unfit.

I was called to Washington on May 12th.  I remember that Friday 
because I mailed Irving F’s birthday card from the air-port, ten 
days before his birthday, to get to him in Hawaii on time.

The President received us in the executive offices of the White 
House.  There were ten of us (including Roger, much to my surprise 
& delight) beside the Secretaries of State, War, Navy, Justice 
& our Washington Chiefs.  What an assembly!  The President 
told us the purpose for the meeting.  The matter had been 
discussed fully before.  He thought our group had the training

Notes:

Irving F was Beatrice’s future cousin by marriage.
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and experience to equip us to be of help to his plan to bring about 
a post-war world of real peace.  Our appointments were made 
official at this session.  From here on we were pledged to super-
secrecy, to give our lives, if necessary, to do a job that at the time 
seemed collossal.

We trained under the supervision of the State Department, for 
about two months.  Mr. Hull was an excellent instructor, a severe 
critic and a real taskmaster.  He left no stone unturned in tutoring 
us.  We’re prepared for anything . . . . diplomatically speaking.

Re the "intelligence" aspect of our jobs - our W. Cs.' worked 
with us.  Every possible trick, ruse, attack, etc. etc. has been 
anticipated & provided for & against.

The entries hereafter, will be for refresher purposes primarily.  
The confidential material must, obviously be retained in our minds 
& memory.

Our “D-Day & H-hour” were announced less than 24 hours 
before.  For over a week we sat on the edge of our chairs, like 
sprinters, waiting for the word ‘now’.  The tension, but for my 
intimate friends, was unbearable.

B.R. Rapoport

Notes:

The term "W.Cs.'" refers to the team's Washington Chiefs.

Copyrighted Material



13

Preface

Journal Page 6

Copyrighted Material



14

Journal of an American Away From Home

Travel Time

N.Y. to Bermuda   (4 hours)  -   1 hr. diff.

 Lv. 7/1 @  4:00 A.M. (N.Y.) Ar. 7/1 @  8:00 A.M. (N.Y.)

           
(Sat)

 @  5:00 A.M.  (Bur)  @  9:00 A.M. (Bur)

Bermuda to Azores   (10½ hours)  -   3 hrs. diff.

 Lv. 7/1 @ 10:00 A.M. (N.Y.) Ar. 7/1 @  8:30 P.M. (N.Y.)

           
(Sat)

 @ 11:00 A.M.  (Bur)  @ 11:30 P.M. (Az)

  @  1:00 P.M. (Az)

Azores to Lisbon   (5½ hours)  -   4½ hrs. diff.

 Lv. 7/1 @ 10:30 P.M. (N.Y.) Ar. 7/2 @  4:00 A.M. (N.Y.)
           (Sat)          (Sun)

      7/2 @  1:30 A.M.  (Az)  @  8:30 A.M. (Lis)

          
(Sun)

 @  3:00 A.M.  (Lis)

Lisbon to Gibraltar   (2 hours)  -   4½ hrs. diff.

 Lv. 7/2 @  6:00 A.M. (N.Y.) Ar. 7/2 @  8:00 A.M. (N.Y.)

          
(Sun)

 @ 10:30 P.M.  (Gib)      
(Sun)

 @ 12:30 P.M. (Gib)

Gibraltar to Alexandria   (10½ hours)  -   7 hrs. diff.

 Lv. 7/2 @  1:00 P.M. (N.Y.) Ar. 7/2 @ 11:30 P.M. (N.Y.)
          (Sun)          (Sun)

  @  5:30 P.M. (Gib)      7/3 @  6:30 A.M. (Alex)

  @  8:00 P.M. (Alex)

Alexandria to Moscow   (9 hours)  -   7½ hrs. diff.

 Lv. 7/3 @  6:00 A.M. (N.Y.) Ar. 7/3 @  3:00 P.M. (N.Y.)

          
(Mon)

 @  1:00 P.M.  (Alex)      
(Mon)

 @ 10:30 P.M. (Mos)

  @  1:30 P.M. (Mos)

(5 hr. - 
 Stopover)

(6½ hr. - 
 Stopover)

Notes:

The time difference noted for each leg of the trip refers to the 
time zone difference between New York and the destination city.  In 
1944 time zones were often on the half hour as can be seen from 
Lisbon, Gibraltar and Moscow.
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Journal of an American Away From Home

Notes:

The back of the Travel Time page is blank.

(Blank page.)
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Notes & Comments

⨎

Although the difference in time is an important factor (see 
time schedule) I intend to keep my entries based on the time 
in the location we're at, at that moment.

⨎

Staff: 1 - Roger - leader; 2 - Bobs - associate
3 - Bart - linguist; 4 - Dot - Bob's sec'y
4 - Scott - Roger's sec'y; 6 - Mac - Code expert
7 - Charlie - Sec'y - linguist; 8 - Les - Sec'y - Linguist

⨎

Crew: 1 - Fred - pilot; 2 - Jonnie - co-pilot
3 - Joe - radioman; 4 - Tom - navigator

5 - Ralph - "Jack-of-all"
6 - Ginger - Nurse 7 - Bunny - Nurse

⨎

People we met:
1 - Andy Lenox - American Newspaper Correspondent.  

He took us on a tour during our first 
evening in Moscow.  He continually saw 
a "Story" in us - so he contributed to 
things being difficult to manage.

2 - Jim Fresling - Member of American Embassy Staff.  
He, too, was with us on our first night in 
Moscow.

Notes:

"Bobs" refers to the author (Beatrice Roberta Rapoport) who was 
often called "Bobby" or "Bobs" by her friends.
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3 - Yarna Stratoo  - Soviet NKVD (secret police) Our 
guide during our stay in Moscow, 
except when we could "duck" him.

4 - Max Vladimir - Member of Kalinin's Secretarial 
Staff; our guide through the 
Kremlin.

5 - Madam Lubbe Krestinsky -  wife of Soviet's Secretary of State.  
Our hostess for one very memorable 
evening.  She is also a physician 
in charge of hospitalization for 
civilian wounded.

6 - Ivan Pietronskynoo - a famous Russian aviator & war 
ace.  He sang "Meadowland" at the 
Krestinsky's.

7 - Dr. Pietro Starovkawitz - Soviet Army Physician - in Landau.

8 - Dr. Monte Kandell - Lt. Col. in U.S. Medical Corps in 
Italy.  My salvation in Salerno

Notes:

Madam Lubbe Krestinsky was the wife of Nikolay Krestinsky who 
was executed in 1938.  See page 82.
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Journal of an American Away From Home

July 1st 1944 
Sat - 6:30 A.M.

We were about an hour late taking off.  This was partly my fault 
although several others were delayed too.  Everyone seemed "icy" 
sober - we couldn't laugh things off; nothing seemed funny.

Roger grasped the situation quickly.  He felt before we "set 
sail" our ship (what a honey!) must have a name.  It wasn't difficult 
deciding.  Before many moments we were rubbing "Junior's" nose, 
pleading with him to behave, to be a good boy, to listen to daddy 
(meaning Fred - our pilot - the best in the business!)

Ted and Bill were there to wave us off the ground.  We were 
in the air at 5:00 A.M.  My last impression was of Ted furiously 
blowing his nose, of Bill's arms extended over his head hands 
clasped in the well-known pugilist gesture.

We kept up lively give and take bantering conversation while 
we got settled & got acquainted with "Junior". Then we sort of, by 
mutual-telepathy, quieted down.

For want of something better to do at this time, I write this first entry 

Notes:

Information about "Junior" is in the Appendix.
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Copyrighted Material



24

Journal of an American Away From Home

into what I hope will be a journal of this trip.  In a few hours we 
will be in Bermuda.

This ship is a beauty.  It's tremendous.  It's a specially built B-24 
& can do everything.  We have individual cabins for which I am 
grateful.  Our two stewart-hostess-nurses are taking care of our 
duds.  We even have a library & a conference room.  You have to 
be in it to believe it is real.

There are eight of us besides our pilot, co-pilot (Jonnie - he's 
Dutch), Radioman (Joe) - Tom and Ralph, our navigator etc. & the 
two nurses, Bunny & Ginger.  The plane's personnel are a grand 
group.  Fifteen of us - invincible!

Guess I'll try to rest for awhile.  I probably won't sleep; feel too 
close to home - to friends - to family.

Bobs

Notes:

"Junior" was a C-87A Liberator Express VIP transport.  More infor-
mation is in the Appendix.

Copyrighted Material
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7-1-44 (Sat) 
Aboard "Junior" 

(About noon)
We landed at Hamilton Airport right on schedule - 8:00 A.M.  Fred 
had to speed up in order to make up the hour we had lost getting 
started.  I'm convinced he was just itching to give-it-the-gun to see 
what "Junior" could really do in a pinch.  Junior's OK!

We had a two hour stop-over in Bermuda just to refuel.  It's beautiful.  
The Bermudas are a group of about 360 islands of which about 20 
are inhabited.  They're about 600 miles from the coast of the U.S. and 
are really in the open Atlantic.  The climate seems fine & the scenery 
is pleasant.  (Sounds like a travelogue).  I don't wonder Americans 
like to vacation here.  The area is about 19 sq. miles; population 
over 30,000; capital is Hamilton.  Bermuda is a most important 
base & dockyard.  What little we saw of Hamilton seemed: a broad 
main street - white capital building.  Mostly flower shops.  It seems 
flowers for table decorations are its chief product, particularly the 
Bermuda lily.  I've an aversion to lillies at this particular time - but

Kindley Field Bermuda during WWII
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July 1, 1944 Saturday (Almost Noon) Aboard "Junior"
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the flowers here are positively breathtaking.  Reminds me of 
cherry-blossoms and Roses in Prospect Park. . .)

Which starts me off on another trend of thought.  Besides pictures 
of the girls (including Ann & Belle) I have one of my mother, brother 
& the baby.  What a wonderful group to travel with - to talk at - It's 
easy to let my thoughts travel back; when I look at them I forget 
I'm going places...

As I look down the reflection of the sun on the water is almost 
blinding.  I'm dead-tired. Thinking of those I love makes relaxation 
easier.  I'm getting accustomed to the hum of the motors so I barely 
hear them now.  It's a beautiful day. . . . .

B.R.

Map of Bermuda 1658
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July 1, 1944 Saturday (Almost Noon) Aboard "Junior"
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Flying high again
7-1-44 = 11 P.M.

(still Saturday)
It's really bedtime & I'm sleepy, but I must get some of this down 
or I'll forget it.

We left Bermuda at 10:00 A.M.  It's a 10½ hour trip "as-the-plane-
fl ies" to the Azores.  Junior kept quiet so that we held our fi rst 
conference without being conscious of hurling thru space.

Roger kept things fl ippant & we had a few good laughs at Hitler's 
expense.  "Quips-'n-cracks-'n-wreathed smiles; laughs-more-laughs 
at wanton wiles" (with apologies to Milton)-

Later some of the gang played chinese checkers.  Some read.  
Roger & I played 'Gin" - I lost.  Then Roger went front to heckle 
Fred.  We really miss Bill.

We sighted several freighters that looked like toys in a bathtub.  
Then we spotted a transoceanic plane headed west.  We ducked 
behind some clouds before we were spotted.  Safety fi rst.  We're in 
a phantom ship - for as long as we can stay that way.

New York
Azores Lisbon

Gibraltar

Bermuda

Western Allies (independent countries)
Western Allies (colonies or occupied) 
Eastern Allies
Axis (countries)
Axis (colonies or occupied, including Vichy France)
Neutral
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July 1, 1944 Saturday 11:00 P.M. Flying High Again
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Having lunch & dinner in the air is fun.  We dressed for dinner; it 
broke up the lull.  Believe it or not, we had roasted squabs, salad, 
wine — all the trimmin's; it was a swell meal.  As we smoked (and 
what a supply of American cigarettes we have with us!) we got to 
talking about books.  I told them about my three new ones & on 
mentioning Sara's "Jingle" one it started something.  I can't begin 
to remember them all.  This gang is clever.  Here a samples: — 

"There once were "8" staff & a crew, 
Headed east - but nobody knew 
Just where they were flying, 
Or what they were trying 
On the President's mission, to do."  (Bart)

"We have a swell leader called Roger, 
For work he's a glutton, no dodger. 
With confabs were busy, 
We leave them quite dizzy, 
But we love that guy like a father."  (Fred)

"And here's to our skipper, Roberta, 
The President himself did appernt her. 
As our chief, never doubt it, 
She's the finest, we know it! 
and that's why we'll ne'er desert her."  (Bart)

Copyrighted Material
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July 1, 1944 Saturday 11:00 P.M. Flying High Again
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(con't)

There were "jingles" that I could remember but they were on the 
smutty side; they'd never do for a journal. . .

To get on, another reason for dressing was our two hour stop in 
the Azores.  We got there in the dark although by my time it was 
only 8:30 P.M. [11:30 P.M. their time].  The Azores are a group of 
volcanic islands in the North Atlantic forming part of Portugal.   
Terceira, St. Michael's & Pico are the largest islands.  Angra, 
Horta & Ponta Delgada are the chief towns.  The entire area is 
about 420 sq. miles.  We stopped at Horta, the largest of the cities; 
unfortunately it was late & the streets were dark & deserted.  I 
can say it was nothing like Hamilton.

No delegation greeted us (thank goodness) & after refueling 
we were on our way.  We took-off at exactly 10:30 P.M. - right on 
schedule.  We're on our way to Lisbon.

What a day!  And so to bed. B.R.

Map of The Azores 1584
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July 1, 1944 Saturday 11:00 P.M. Flying High Again
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July 2, 1944 
Sunday 

(11:00 A.M.)
Gibraltar!  We'll be here for about 2 hours more.  Fred & the "local 
boys" are pulling the engines apart & putting them together again.  
It seems to be the thing to do in aviation mechanics.  Yes here we 
are - the family at home probably went to the beach!  Belle's away 
for the week-end.  Ann too.  Red & Sara are slaving over "the 4th's" 
customers.  What a world!  What a life!

We landed in Lisbon 4:00 A.M. & stayed about 2 hours.  I slept 
thru the landing & take-off.  I hadn't felt too well during the 
night so Bunny (one of the nurses) gave me one of those little 
white capsules.  I didn't want to see Lisbon anyway.  Too many 
memories. . . .
I slept like a top - and 'woke up just as we were approaching 
Gibraltar.  What a sight! Ships-'n-more-ships!

We had breakfast (8:00 A.M. my time) or should I say lunch 
(12:30 P.M. Gibraltar time).  Most of the boys were British.

Map of Gibraltar from Spain looking south, 
The Illustrated London News, 1939

Notes:

During World War II, 
Gibraltar served a vital 
role in both the Atlantic 
Theatre and the Medi-
terranean Theatre, con-
trolling virtually all naval 
traffic into and out of the 
Mediterranean Sea from 
the Atlantic Ocean.

During the course of 
the war, Gibraltar came 
under aerial bombard-
ment from Vichy French 
and the Italian Royal Air 
Force.

Wikipedia
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July 2, 1944 Sunday 11:00 A.M
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